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A Despotism over the Confederate States 
Proposed in Congress: 
| Ashorttimesince, Mr. B&REsDaLE, a Memberof 
Congress from Mississippl, and a personit friend 
_and adherent of President Davis, proposed a bill 
lin the Confederate Congress, empowering the 
' President to suspend the writ of habeas corpus. Our 
_Yeaders are aware that this writ isthe reat biil- 
_Wark of personad Ubutty, Inherited from our Eng= 
[lish avcestors. Itauthorizes any Judge, upon ap-~ 
plication made to him, to issue this writ to the 
Sheriff of the District or County, commanding him 
to bring into Court the body of the applitant who 
may. be incarcerated for any crime; and thea, if no 
legal or adequate causa is proved for his im- 
prisonment, to liberate him from prjsop. To 
euspend this act, is to authorize the President to 
seize whom he -pleases, without proceas of law, 
ond without any reasons nesigned, and to cast him 
into prison, and there to detain him as long os he 
pleases. It converts the President {nto a despot, 
and ti people into his subjects and slaves of bis 
will and pleasure, The Richmond Znquirer, which 
has long been the organ of the Government, comes 
out, we arc sorry to see, in favor of ths passage 
of this bull by Congress. It alleges, of course— 
the old plea of all tyrannies—that “the public 
safety’ requires it; but the facts and arguments 
brought forward to show this are feeble, and en« 
tirely unsatisfactory. Never, since the first strug~ 
gle for political liberty, have any people been 
more orderly #mongat themselves, or moro un- 
animous in supporting the great cause for which 
they are contending, than the people of the Con- 
federate States. They have supported the Goy- 
ernment with far greater energy than the 
Government + has supported itself; and now 
they are told the outrageons paradox—that 
a despotism. must be created over them, in 
order that they may obtain their lberty ond 
independence. It was yot necessary in 7%, 
much Iess in this revolution. The Enquirer hints 
at certain Judgea, who sanction and protect traa- 
son. If the allusion be to decisions concerns 
ing the Conscript Law, it i3 a question that better 
not be stirred at this time. The Judges alluded 
to may be these who determined that there was 
no authority for the declaration of Murtfol Law 
over Richmond aud elsewhere; and who, by this 
very writ of habeas corpus, released from the cus- 
tody of the Provost Marshal men arbitrarily seized 
and cast into prison. 

Another method of establishing a despotism 
over u3 is proposed by suspending the writ of 
habeas corpus. There is precedent for this course. 
The very last act of the late Yankce Congress, 
before its adjournment, was to pase this identical 
measure. The Congress of the Confederate States 
ia now called on to imitate the Abolitionists 
on the other side of the Potomac, and to es- 
tablish over the people of the Confederate 
States 4 frame-work of despotism exactly Hke 
that these wretches have’ established over the 
people of the United States, The Confedcrato 
Congress bas beens very subservient body, but 
we cannot believe that Mr. BaAkKSDALE's Dill can 
pass, The grounds upon which this extraordinary 
and dictatorial power is proposed ore, to our 
mind, trifling. It appears a gratuitous and ale 
most wanton subversion of the dearest rights of 
freemen upon pretexts of flimsy character. Li+ 
berty of speech, in Congress and out of Congress, 
willbe atan end. The President’s decision jn 
all such -nalters must be the law without reme- 
dy; whilst representation, with o prison before 
the Representative, as the grand instrument to 
guide his independence and fidelity to the people, 
wiil be a farce, 

“Can such things be, 
“And overcome us Ilke asummer cloud, 
"Without our special wonder ?” 

Whether the President will use and abuse this 
power over personal libetty, ite conferment is an 
abdication of persoual rights throughout the coun- 
try, and the destruction of liberty, protected by 
law. ‘The proposal of such a thing we deem 


alarming. . 

The New York World, denouncing the Act of 
the United States Congress, authorizing President 
LINCOLN to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act, uses 
the following language: 

The bill, if it passes the House (which it will), 
and receives the signature of the President (which 
it will), is nothing icss than an act for tho estab- 
lishment of a despotism in these once free and 
happy United States, and taking from the people 
the protection of the Constitution. It anthorizes 
and justifies arbitrary arrcets at the will of the 
Executive, in defiance of explicit provisions of 
the Constitution forbiddivg such arreste. It puts 
every man’s Itberty sud property out of the pro- 
tectiun of the fundamental law; ft annihilates the 
power of the Siete Governments to protect their 
citizens against ilegat elolence; it tells the President 
and his minions thatthey may with impunity per- 
petrate all these acts of despotism by which the 
most odions tyrants a worst ages have earned 

: ration of mankind. : 

MAS Lie patty which passes this infamous, this 
abominable bill, defying the Conatitation and an- 
pulling all State faws for protecting personat liber - 
dy, is the same party that two or three years ago 
was passing so called liberty bills in behalf of the 
Northern States to protect runaway Degros 
against the provision of tho Constitution et 
requires their surrender. So dear and sacred cH 

they profeas to hold individual liberty that they 
would not allow itto be violated even in the 
person of an escaped slave, and they set up State 
legislation against Fedoral legislation tor hig pro- 
tectien, These sensitive philanthropists ,and 
doughty champions of freedom then professed to 
be shocked at the dehial of the hageas corpus to 
these fugitive bincks, and made that a pretext for 
resisting, by mob violence, the execution of s law 
of the United Btates. And now we see these same 
champions of personal liberty, these same stick- 
lers for the Aadeas corpys, nese same, justifiers of 
State resistance to Federal power, passing op Act 
which degrades the white citizen below a condition 
which thuy then thought intolerable for slaves as 
black as the ace of snades, Yt is for the citizens of 
the loyal States to determine whetber they will 
eubmit to this overthrow of the Constitution. ~ 


